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What’s Inside 

 
Letter from the Chairman-  Kevin Finn on The Heritage 

Center- “ Design work on the front porch and rear handicap 
access will begin shortly. Once this work begins, we can 
start working on the interior of the building.” 
 

Membership Letter- Much progress has been made; 
yet, ironically, passions seem to be fading.  From EPS Board 

 
Joe Cahill’s Osprey Rescue 

Ed Sullivan’s – “Slice of Florida History”  
Chris Elmer explains-What’s in a name 

Verna Titus- What is she cooking up to entertain us 
What name was selected for the current DeBary Ave? 



 
A Message from the Chairman 

 
Election of Board: I would like to thank everyone who took the time to attend our 
annual meeting last month. On May 28th, we held the election for the Board of 
Directors for the next year and I want to express my sincere gratitude to everyone 
that participated. Two of our former board members, Riley Nutt and Doris Nansiel will 
not be serving this year, and their hard work and dedication will be missed. We look 
forward to them helping EPS in any way that they can in the future. We have two new 
members on the board this year, Nathan Gorzelanczyk and Cindy Sullivan. Cindy is a 
former board member returning to serve and has been our public information officer. 
Cindy’s hard work includes this newsletter as well as all of our email updates. Nathan is 
the son of former board member Cynthia Helton. Nathan is a long time volunteer and has 
taken on the role of web master for our web site. www.OldEnterprise.org . His work on 
the web site along with Ed Sullivan has really made it possible EPS to put as much 
information as possible in front of our members as well as the public. 
 
 Upcoming Events: Our fund raising campaigns continue with the upcoming Festival 
of Tables on Aug. 1st and the 9Th annual Old Enterprise Festival on Oct. 24th. 
 Verna Titus has worked tirelessly to make these events a successful and fun time for 
everyone. The fund raising events require a tremendous amount of work and we are 
always looking for volunteers who can help in any way they can. If you have some spare 
time and can assist us, please contact Verna and join in the planning and preparation for 
our events. 
 
Heritage Center Update: The Heritage Center site work is under way. Allstate 
Paving is currently working to complete their scope of work. This includes the retention 
ponds, sidewalks, curbs, underground storm drainage, water and sewer hook ups, and will 
have the parking spaces and driveway ready for the final layer of asphalt.  This work will 
make the site ready for the required landscaping that we are currently pricing out to 
vendors. At this time a preliminary estimate for the landscaping package is near 
$25,000.00.  
 
Front Porch and Rear Access: Design work on the front porch and rear handicap 
access will begin shortly. Once this work begins, we can start working on the interior of 
the building. Again, our heartfelt gratitude to a very special community philanthropist for 
donating money to build the new front porch. 
 
As you can see we have a lot on our plate with this project and volunteers and sub 
committee chairpersons are very much welcomed. 
 
EPS meets on the 4th Monday of every month at 7:00 pm at the All Saints church 
meeting room. All of our meetings are open to the public and you are encouraged to 
attend and participate. 
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A plea to our inactive members  . . . 
 
 Time passes by, one year leading into the next.  Attitudes and interests 
change.   What once seemed an urgent mission—Saving Enterprise from the 
development pressures of nearby cities, has perhaps taken a back seat to 
other priorities and economic uncertainties.  Much progress has been made; 
yet, ironically, passions seem to be fading. 
 
 Five years ago our membership numbers topped 200, and today, 
we are down to about 80.   What would it take to bring you back to us?  We 
could offer special deals and gimmicks; for example: 

1) sign up/renew and get a free T-shirt; or 
2) buy one full  membership ($12) and get a 2nd full membership 

at half price; or 
3) sign up 2 new members and get a coupon for five “Free Bucks” 

toward games or food at the Old Enterprise Festival on Oct. 24th. 
 
But what we really want is your heart and your re-commitment to our 
mission.  Why is it so important to have strong membership numbers? 
 

·  With a strong membership, Volusia County Council members will be much 
more likely to keep their commitment to Enterprise preservation efforts. 

 
·  With a strong membership, EPS can continue to sponsor fun-filled, 

community-building events like the Old Enterprise Festival, the Chili Cook-
off, and the Festival of Tables.  With more members, EPS has a large 
volunteer base to draw from without exhausting the same people time and 
again. 

 
·  With a strong membership, we have much greater potential to get grant 

monies that are available from numerous county, state, and federal funding 
sources. 

 
Please get fired up again!  This is your community—together we can 
make it one of the best small towns in America.  And by the way, we 
will  offer you #1 OR #2 AND #3 above because in this uncertain 
economy, every “deal” helps!  ��� �  

    Sincerely, 
    EPS Board of Directors     
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Why is Enterprise Florida named . . .  Enterprise? 

What’s in a name ?  More than you know!  Take Enterprise Florida for an 
example.  The name of our community says a tremendous amount about our 
heritage and location.  Enterprise Florida was named by its founder, Cornelius  
Taylor . When he arrived on the shores of Lake Monroe from his base in Sanford 
he had a mission. Mr. Taylor had received a contract from the US Navy and had 
a shopping list. You see the Navy was building ships and needed very specific 
parts to their construction.  Ribs!   Not beef ribs, but ribs for the hulls of the 
ships.   That’s how they did it back in 1841!  Mr. Taylor and his workers came to 
the place where he could fill the Navy’s order.  

 

 This is one of the things that makes our beautiful community so unique, the huge 
population of Great Oaks  that line our shores and surrounding areas. It seemed 
that the curvature of the boughs and the strength of these ancient trees were a 
perfect fit for ship hulls before the civil war. Taylor & his crew would roam through 
what is now our neighborhoods looking for the pieces with the right 
specifications, then cut the piece off from its tree. The attached picture from my 
front yard shows an Oak bough that would have been perfect for Cornelius and 
his crew. They are everywhere.  

THAT was the ‘Enterprise’ that Cornelius Taylor nam ed Enterprise Florida 
after. ‘Believe it . . .   or not!   

                                                                                       Chris Elmer 
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DeBary Ave Becomes….  
 

As a result of the bypass currently under construction in 
the community, road names changes have been adopted 

by the county council.  
 

Changes include: 
Lexington Ave will become DeBary 
Old DeBary Ave will become Jacob 

Brock*  
Main Street(south of the new Jacob 

Brock) and Lakeshore to 
Broadway will be renamed 

Children’s Way** 
 

*Named after one of the early 
settlers of Enterprise(pictured at 

left) 
 

**In honor of the century of service by the Methodist 
Children’s Home. Special thanks to Riley Nutt and the 
Enterprise Preservation Society who did the footwork in 
the neighborhoods that were impacted the most. The door 
to door canvassing was important in gaining support for 
the changes.                          Courtesy of Pat Northey 



 

The Enterprise Local Area Plan and Scenic corridor 
designation overlay will be coming to a public hearing near you this 
summer. With the adoption by the Council of some name changes to 
several roads in the Enterprise community, work is being finalized on the 
Enterprise Local Area Plan language. A calendar for adoption has been 
formalized. Specific dates have not been assigned, but we are committed to 
completing this by the end of the summer:   
 
June – Council Workshop  
June - Following Council Workshop, Community meeting 
to review the Pattern book 
July – Ordinance to PLDRC 
August - Council adoption of Ordinance 
                                                          Courtesy of Pat Northey 
 
Thornby  Update   
                     
Sandy, 
 
It has been so long and I sometimes wonder what eve r happened to 
your preservation effort.   So, out of curiosity, I  looked to see what 
is up with the project and I saw the Enterprise Pre servation Society 
succeeded!!!! Holy goodness!!!! 
 
Congratulations!!!! Your determination and persiste nce paid off.  
Absolutely fantastic.  An unbelievable feat and you  and Carol and 
Lani and all involved should be hugely proud.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Doug 
Douglas Hattaway, AICP 
The Trust for Public Land                                Courtesy of Sandy Walters 
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July 7, 1907, printed in the Florida Times Union : 

 
The residents of this place enjoyed a delightful Fourth of July picnic.  They 
met at about 10 o'clock on the large and spacious piazzas of the hotel.  At 
about 12 o'clock a delightful picnic dinner was enjoyed by all.  During the 
afternoon songs such as "Star Spangled Banner," "Columbia, Gem of the 
Ocean," and "America" were sung. 
Historical recitations were enjoyed by all. 
The young people enjoyed games during the afternoon and evening.  About 
2:30 a heavy rainstorm came up. 
  
(Some names of old-time settlers that are mentioned in the article:  Miss 
Tucker; Rebecca Quackenbos; Willie Lee Willis; Ruth  Sauls; G. F. Smith, W. 
J. Burns )   
________________________________________________________________ 

 
                                                                                                  

A Note of Thanks 
 
I would like to thank the EPS members and 
Friends that supported my business "Verna's 
Unique Boutique" for the past 10 years. I closed 
my store on May 31st, with fond memories, and 
wonderful friendships created over the years. 

Another opportunity may be in the future but until then I will continue 
working very hard for EPS.   
                                                                                                                     
Verna Titus 
 

Page 7 
 
 
 



FUNDRAISING AND MEMBERSHIP… 
This is so exciting to be a part of The Enterprise Preservation 
Society and to see the accomplishments that have been made  on 
the Heritage Center. Hopefully, this time next year we can be in 
the building having our annual meeting.  

Membership is growing (slowly) and we appreciate each of you 
as members and ask for your help in inviting your friends and 
neighbors to be a part of this non-profit organization. 

 Our last fundraiser, the Goodwin’s Fish Fry, was such a success 
People have asked to do it every month. We would be very lucky 
to have the Goodwin’s do this once a year. It was great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fish Fry 2009 

 

 Our next Fundraiser is August 1st. This is our 4th year of doing 
The Festival of Tables. This is a dinner/dance and each table 
Seats 8 people and each table creates a theme and decorates the 
Table and usually the people come dressed as their table Theme.  
It is so much fun. If you have not attended one of the Festival of 
Tables please call for more information or go to our Website  



 

 

www.oldenterprise.org and see some of the pictures from past 
years. The VFW in DeBary will be the site and we will be allowed 
to come and decorate  on Saturday morning. The event starts 
with Hors d’oeuvres and cocktails at 6:30, a time to meet new 
and old friends and a chance to judge the tables. All attendees 
will cast their vote for their favorite decorated table. Trophies will 
be awarded to the top 3 with the most votes. 

We are so honored to have “GINGER”  a recording artist and a 
friend to EPS, to be our entertainment for this year’s event. 
Ginger, sings music from the 50’s to today’s  hits. Dance to your 
favorite songs and come with requests of your favorite group or 
singer. The cost, including a beautiful dinner and entertainment 
is only $25.00 a person. Reservations are required.  

Door prizes will be awarded throughout the evening. 

For more information and reservations please call Verna 

At 386-785-3050 or 407-324-1517 or email 
titus8327@bellsouth.net 

 

Go Each group!                                                          Verna Titus 
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Animals in our community…..  

(if you have a photo to share in the future, let us know)* 

 
We found ( Joey-the Osprey ) Saturday night in our lot next to the 
house and we left him alone because it was late.  T he next 
morning at 6:30 a.m. he was actually standing at ou r front door. 
We called several numbers and we would have had to transport 
him into Seminole County. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
....We were 
leaving on 
the 
motorcycle 
soon, so that 
couldn’t 
happen. So 
we called 
Jan Random, 
a neighbor, 
who has 

raised many large birds and she came over right awa y and took 
him home. Within two weeks she had been hand feedin g him 
fish and she let him out of the cage and he wandere d around in 
the yard and hopped up and down and then just took off on his 
own and never came back.... ONE HAPPY ENDING...JOE P.        
 
  Photo Courtesy of Joe Cahill     
                                               
*email cindy-sullivan@cfl.rr.com with your photo and please 
share with us any details to bring your photo to life.   
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A Slice of Florida History…by Ed Sullivan 
 
Slice 1  
 
One of his passengers described him saying: 
 
                "Captain Brock was a rough spoken man, but a kinder-
hearted one or more congenial man never walked a deck or told a 
story. His boat had a most powerful and harsh whistle, that he 
blew by hitting a lever with a stick, and it was one of his most  
enjoyable jokes to get his passengers huddled round it, all 
absorbed in one of his stories and surreptiously hit the lever with 
his stick and blow the whistle to see the crowd jump and the 
women scream... Even among steamboat captains (Brock had) a 
notable reputation for the lavish and original nature of his 
profanity". Mueller, Steamboating On The St. Johns, p. 59 
 
Slice 2  
 
How could he make a fortune after a start of transporting that 
first meager cargo? 
 
 "Early accounts of the steamboats give the impression that the 
passengers were largely lushs-- the bar was the most popular 
place on the ship". Whiskey sold for as much as 20¢ a drink ... 
"A steamboat operator could almost break even on the proceeds 
of the bar and  dining saloon, even at 50¢ for a five-course 
dinner... Boats that carried two to three hundred passengers 
could make 100 per cent profit at the normal fare of $1.50. 
Annual  profits of 70 per cent were not unusual, and one line 
paid a dividend of 6 per cent a month" 
 Donovan, Frank. River Boats Of America. New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co. c. 1966. 298 pages. 
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